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STUDENTS WHO VIOLATE LAND CLOSURES MAY BE FINED 
MISSOULA-
New and returning University of Montana students should fight the urge to head for the
hills.
Most of the hiking trails and recreation areas in and around Missoula have been closed 
due to extreme fire danger. Montana Gov. Marc Racicot has ordered closures for all public 
and private forested land west of the Continental Divide. Missoula city and county lands also 
are affected.
Closed areas include Mount Sentinel and the M Trail, Mount Jumbo, the Kim Williams 
Trail along the Clark Fork River, the Rattlesnake National Recreation Area, and folf courses at 
Blue Mountain and Pattee Canyon.
Those who violate land closures can be fined up to $5,000 by agency officials. Also, 
anyone found responsible for starting a fire will be made to pay suppression costs.
Recreation areas that remain open include Glacier and Yellowstone national parks; 
Flathead, Georgetown, Silver, Seeley, Salmon, Alva and Placid lakes; and Thompson Falls 
State Park.
Closures are expected to remain in effect until the region receives significant rainfall.
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Many outdoor and indoor activities remain available on campus and in Missoula, 
including concerts, movies and recreation. A complete listing is available at 
www.umt.edu/homepage/news/.
For more information on land closures, call the Southwest Montana Coordination 
Center at 329-3805 or visit www.fs.fed.us/rl/fire or www.co.missoula.mt.us and scroll to 
road closures.
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